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Special Collector's Edition Hiding our True Identities Since 1920 October 26, 2000 
Traditions, Customs and 
Origins of Halloween 
Special Thanks to Dr. Jim 
Jordan from the Staff 
BRING ME THE AX 
The Decapitator 
Many people believe that 
Halloween is a holiday based on 
Satanism. 
The true origins, however, 
lie in the Celtic heritage of Ire- 
land, Northern France, and the 
United Kingdom. 
Two thousand years ago, 
the Celtic festival of Samhain 
marked the end of the year's har- 
vest and the start of winter. This 
season is often associated with 
human death. 
November first was the 
Celtic New Year. On the night of 
October 31 it was believed that 
there was a blurring of the bound- 
ary separating the worlds of the 
living and the dead. 
The spirits of all those who 
had died during the past year were 
believed to come back looking for 
bodies to possess. 
Sacred bonfires were built, 
and crops were burned and ani- 
mals sacrificed to the Celtic gods. 
During the celebration, people 
wore ghoulish costumes in order 
to frighten away these spirits. 
At the end of the night they 
would light their hearth fires from 
the sacred flame. 
When the Romans con- 
quered Celtic territory their fes- 
tivals were combined with 
Samhain. One of these festivals 
was Feralia, a day on which the 
Romans remembered their dead. 
The other was a holiday honor- 
ing the goddess of fruit and trees, 
Pamona. 
Pamona's symbol was the 
apple, which led to the tradition 
of bobbing for apples on Hallow- 
een. 
In the 800's, when Pope 
Boniface IV declared November 
1 to be All Saint's Day, it is be- 
lieved that he was attempting to 
replace the Celtic festival with a 
church sanctioned holiday. 
This holiday came to be 
called All-Hollows or All- 
Hollowmas. The night before be- 
came known as All-Hallows Eve. 
Later November 2 was de- 
clared All-Souls Day, to honor the 
dead with bonfires and dressing 
up in costumes. The three to- 
gether became known as 
Hollowmas. 
When immigrants brought 
their traditions over to America, 
they were meshed with Native 
American beliefs, as well as those 
of other ethnic groups to create 
something distinctly unique. 
Trick or treating began dur- 
ing All-Soul's Day parades in 
England, when the poor would 
beg for food, and were given 
"soul cakes" in exchange for a 
promise to pray for that family's 
dead. 
American children later 
took up the practice of going from 
house to bouse in costume ask- 
ing for food or money. 
In the late 1800's parents 
were encouraged to remove any- 
thing "frightening or grotesque" 
from Halloween to make it more 
of a family centered, community 
holiday. 
Community Celebrations 
were taken into the classroom 
during the baby boom of the 
1950's when it became difficult 
to accomodate the number of 
people in Civic Centers. 
So, though many people 
think that Halloween's roots are 
in Satanism and demon worship, 
it is easy to see that in fact the 
holiday came from early Euro- 
pean and Christian tradition. 
YOU WILL BOW TO ME 
Mistress of the Coven 
Sacrificing three hours of 
his time to help out three desper- 
ate staff members. Dr. Tim Jordan 
proved indispensable to the cre- 
ation of this week's issue. 
Because of this, the staff 
felt it necessary to send a thank 
you, not just for Dr. Jordan, but 
for all the campus to read. 
Dr. Jordan has been a pro- 
fessor here at Long wood since 
1978. From the beginning, he has 
shown a fierce commitment lo the 
school, but more importantly to 
the students 
He has earned many 
awards, recognitions, and been 
the leader in developing the An- 
thropology program. 
Because of him, we at 
Longwood now have 24 anthro- 
pology courses to choose from, 
an internship course, a summer 
field school, and a chance lo cam 
a B.A or B.S. 
He created the Archeology 
Field School for Longwood Col- 
lege and studied arcbeological 
■IB around the world. 
Recently, Dr. Jordan went 
to Gombe Stream Research Cen- 
ter m Tanzania, East Africa to 
He has been recognized 
across Virginia as an exemplary 
leader and educator, being hon- 
ored by the Senate of House of 
Delegates of Virginia and 
awarded the Virginia Professor of 
the Year in 1995 by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching, 
Societies here at 
Longwood have honored Dr. Jor 
dan with commendations from 
Chi, Princeps, the Longwood 
Leadership Society, and Mortar 
Board 
Aside from hit accom- 
plishments, though, the staff wi 
amazed at how readily available 
be was with information to help 
us on this issue 
Hoping to simply ask him 
some questions, we were allowed 
an entire slide show with stories 
and the ability to interject when- 
ever we wanted. 
I was impressed with the 
amount of knowledge he just 
knew without notes or prompting. 
Without Dr. Jordan's help 
on these stories, we never would 
have been able to do this issue. 
So the staff would like to 
extend s thanks to him for all his 
help- with The Romndo and 
Longwood | Jack of the Lantern] A Different Spin on Halloween 
BRING ME WE AX 
""-2 £, 
Have you ever wondered 
what started She tradition of enrv- 
ing pumpkins oa Halloween? 
Legend baa t that a long. 
Hang titae ago ■?Iieauid, a man 
Jack, woo was the town 
oat da*, dreary night 
Jack wanted loot sure that 
he would never go to Hen, so he 
tricked me Devil into enrobing a 
tree to pick a piece of fruit 
While Satan was up in She 
■■^Hhw a caisson the trunk 
^^^KBH that he would let 
mty on the condition 
that be agree never to take Jack's 
aauj. 
After Jack died God refused 
into Heaven because of 
his evfl ways. 
Satan had prom- 
Jack's soul, he 
the earth 
coal to right hk 
serried the coal it a 
fconoteaf oat turnip, lae Irish 
an rcfering to 
ghost as Jack of At 
which became "Jack O' 
la Ireland and Scot] 
peopk began carving scary 
into baHow turnip* to keep 
and demons sway. The ~ 
used large beets 
When iminigra.il 
net came to 
they discovered that 
made much bettsr "Jack o' Lan 
terns." 
YOU WILL BOW TO ME 
Mistress of Ike Cove* 
Judging from the eclectic 
origin of Halloween, it is not sur- 
prising that countries besides our 
own celebrate this day. or a ver- 
sion of k. 
In Fagheut. Halloween is 
something they celebrate on No- 
vember 5. sad they call it Guy 
Fawkcs Day. They light bonfires 
and ban effigies, but this hat link 
lo do with the tradilonal Hallow- 
een celebrations of America or 
Ireland. 
When Martin Luther and 
the protestant movement began, 
the English stopped celebrating it. 
The new religion did not have any 
belief in saints, so All Saint's Day 
was not celebrated either. 
Guy Fawkes was an En- 
glish traitor who participated in 
the Gunpowder Plot which was a 
failed attempt lo blow up Parlia- 
ment in order to gain more favor 
for the Catholics. He was ex- 
ecuted on November 5. 1606. 
At first the English burned 
efftgies of the Catholic pope, but 
this evolved through the centuries 
into burning effigies of Gay 
Fawkes himself. Children would 
go from door lo door ask for a 
"penny for the guy" whik carry- 
ing the effigies of Fawkes, whkh 
is at dose to trick -or-treating as 
the English get 
While most places around 
the world celebrate something 
that seems evil or frightening the 
people of Mexico. Latin America 
and Spain celebrate El Dia de lot 
Muertos. 
Beginning October 31, and 
lasting three days, this is a time 
lo honor lae dead who return lo 
their homes on Halloween Fami- 
lies construct an attar which they 
decorate with flowers, candy, 
food, drink, and fresh water. 
Candles are left to bare 
over night so the spirits can find 
their way home again. 
A large difference for the 
Spanish-speaking countries is that 
the y often go lo the gra vesites of 
the deceased and have a picnic. 
They will clean the head- 
stones, make repairs, weed the 
site, and decorate it with flowers 
and streamers. 
These festivities, which 
happen on November 2, can be 
found dating back as far as Egyp- 
26, 20001 
Dear Editor. 
I was writing in response to a 
r I heard that you all will be 
publishing a "Halloween" issue. 
I want to say I think that's a 
very bad idea. Halloween is not 
something we should celebrate 
because it goes against Christian- 
ity. 
Halloween is a pagan and 
Satanic holiday that has its roots 
in animal and human sacrifice. 
The Bible itself is against 
Halloween, and the Catholic 
Church created All Saint's Day to 
combat Halloween. 
Any good Christian knows 
that Halloween is an evil holiday. 
I don't think you should print 
a Halloween issue. It will make 
this campus look like a bunch of 
fools who dance naked in the 
woods and murder virgins to ap- 
pease the gods. 
Please rethink this decision. 
Your souls are on the line here. 
Sincerely, 
A Card-Carry ing Member of 
the Christian Coalition. 
Dear Christian, 
Allow me to respond to your 
letter with all the grace and open- 
mi ndedness I can muster. 
I hope you noticed the article 
on the front page about the true 
origins of Halloween, and I hope 
you understand that Halloween is 
not Satanic in any way. 
To be honest, I resent any 
implication that says my belief in 
Halloween is in some way per- 
verted or Satanic. 
That is a ludicrous idea, and 
shows me that you obviously do 
not want to hear anything other 
than your own opinion. 
As for other people, who 
might have a little more common 
sense about Halloween and what 
it entails, I hope you stuck with 
this little rant and are still read- 
ing. 
I love Halloween. 
It is my favortie holiday of all 
the holidays (except maybe 
Christmas, but that's because I get 
PRESENTS . . . which will lead 
to another nasty letter, I'm sure). 
Halloween is a time for hav- 
ing fun, dressing up in a costume, 
and getting free candy. 
Costumes allow people to act 
and be other than who they are. It 
is exciting for people to pretend 
they are someone else, at least for 
one night. 
I know a lot of people use 
Halloween as an excuse for drink- 
ing and partying, and, although I 
do not disagree with this idea, I 
think this does have roots in the 
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Mistress of the Coven 
The Decapitator 
Melodramatic Murder Victim 
Psychotic Mutant Fly Killer 
Serial Killer 
Satan's Concubine 
Headless Horseman 
Frankenstein's Monster 
Welsh Witch 
Necrophiliac Grave Digger 
Grim Reaper 
Kim "You Will Bow to Me" Urann 
Michele "Bring Me the Ax" Thompson 
Allyson 'Sliced and Diced" Blake 
George "The Swatter" Lanum 
Kevin "Screams Like a Giri" Rock 
Jared "Whipping Boy" Underwood 
Anthony "Italian Stallion" Colucci 
Allison "Urrrgghhh" Beverley 
Stephanie "Rip 'Em a New One" Riggsby 
Brian "Anna Nichole Smith" Jones 
Bill "Lost in the Dark" Woods 
The Undead: Dana Baker, Kevin Bopp. Celeste Card, Jessica Carter, Amy 
Giamns, Shelley Cosner, Kim Garrett, Caroline Head, Patrick Howard, 
Nick Jester, Brian Ketley. Megan Lauderdale, Amy McPhcrton, Anna Mead- 
ow*. Bryson Minnix, Jason Passabet, Chris Paulsen. Danielle Pezold, Liz 
Richards, Matt Taylor. Michelle Venable. Sarah WhirJey. Ked Whitmore. 
DawnKanehl 
The Rotund*, the student newspaper at Longwood College, is published 
weekly during the academic year (except holidays and exam periods) and 
is printed in the offices of the FmrmuiUe Herald, Farmville, VA 
AH articles, advertisements, letters to the editor, and pictures must be 
received by six p.m. the Monday prior to the Thursday publication. All 
letters to the editor must be typed and include name and telephone num- 
ber. Any person wishing to have his/her name not appear on the published 
letter must request so in writing. All letters ace subject to editing. 
The Rotunda is an equal opportunity employer. 
pagan rituals which celebrated 
Harvest Time. 
This holiday is not about 
Satanism any more than Thanks- 
giving is. 
Ever since I was a little kid. I 
have loved Halloween and all its 
glory. 
I have trick-or-treated since I 
was old enough to walk. I still 
want to trick-or-treat, but most 
houses tell me I'm too old. 
As for going to hell, all I have 
to say about that is if there is a 
hell, I'm already going there, and 
it damned sure won't be from cel- 
ebrating Halloween. 
So, please, spare me your re- 
ligious testimonies, and worry 
more about your own soul and not 
mine. 
You Will Bow to Me 
Mistress of the Coven 
Books To Thrill and 
Carrie 
Cujc 
The Exorcist 
Gerald's Game 
The Ghosts of [insert city here] 
Intensity 
It 
Pet Cemetary 
Point of Origin 
Silence of the Lambs 
Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark (and Sequels) 
Strangers 
Sybil 
Stephen King 
Stephen King 
William Peter Blatty 
Stephen King 
L. B. Taylor, Jr. 
Dean Koontz 
Stephen King 
Stephen King 
Patricia Corn well 
Thomas Harris 
Alvin Schwartz 
Dean Koontz 
Flora Retta Schreiber 
Movies to Put You in the 
Halloween Mood...or Not 
jBelicioug 
Cat's Eye 
Child's Play 
Copycat 
Demon Seed 
Devil's Advocate 
Event Horizon 
The Exorcist 
Friday the 13th 
Halloween 
It 
Leprachaun 
Nightmare on Elm Street 
Psycho (original) 
Prophecy 1, 2, and 3 
Rosemary's Baby 
Sixth Sense 
Stir of Echoes 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
Dull 
Bats 
Deep Blue Sea 
The Dentist 
Halloweens 3-H20 
Milo 
Nightmare on Elm Street 2 
Pigs 
Salem's Lot 
Ticks 
Warlock 2, 3 
Urban Legends 
•r-r 
ZO, ZUUQ 
Do You Believe in Longwood Ghosts? 
A. Reprint from October 1998 
RENEE LOR 
A freshman hears lots of 
rumors and ghost stories when 
they arrive on campus. 
Upperclassmen, RA's, ori- 
entation leaders, and friends tell 
these stories to new freshmen 
loping to cause a few nights of 
measy sleep. All college's have 
their stories, Longwood just 
seems to have quite a few more 
than normal. 
Have you ever heard of the 
nan who walks around on first 
Floor North Cunningham and 
stares at people as they sleep? 
It is said that the residence 
lall is built on the site of an old 
louse, which was ripped down 
and the man who lived in it now 
walks North Cunningham. 
The problem is that when 
you wake up and see him staring 
at you, you can only see him from 
the knees up, because he is walk- 
ing on the floorboards of his origi- 
nal house. This story has been 
going around the first floor, but 
not everyone believes it. 
If you have ever been in 
333 Main Cunningham, you may 
lave gotten an eerie feeling. Ru- 
mor has it dial a girl committed 
suicide in that room. 
Right before she killed her- 
self, she took ted lipstick and 
drew a line on the wall around the 
whole room, exactly six inches 
down from the ceiling, bis said 
mat the line was painted over, but 
it seeps through the paint 
The room has been painted 
year after year, but the line still 
returns. 
Another story pertains to 
the fact that Longwood was an all 
girls' school. It is rumored to have 
several secret abortion clinics. 
Many students say that they can 
hear babies crying, rocking chairs 
rocking, medical instruments be- 
ing dropped, and beds slamming 
into the wall from 4th Wheeler, 
the attic of Main Cunningham and 
4th floor French. 
Many Longwood students 
say that they rest uneasy at night 
hearing these strange sounds as 
they he in their beds. 
Most of the stories seem to 
happen in the Cunninghams or the 
Colonnades, but there is one story 
that takes place in Curry. It is said 
that a boy was killed in the base- 
ment 
If you ride the elevator 
straight down from the tenth floor 
to the basement, when the doors 
open you will bear a tricycle bell 
g then a young boy scream. 
Then the doors close and the el- 
eiBtorwillgobackuptothefgat 
floor. 
Even if most students do 
not believe the majority of these 
stories, there is one that bothers 
most people: the story of Dr, 
Jarman, a past president of 
Longwood College. 
Most students will agree 
that if you go to a production and 
sit quietly that you can hear Dr. 
Jarman singing and talking. 
Also, props will be missing 
for weeks before a show, then on 
the afternoon of the production, 
they will appear on stage in their 
exact spots. Before every produc- 
tion, the theatre department places 
a rose on Or. Jarman's favorite 
seat and it always disappears. 
These stories, along with 
numerous others, float around 
campus, making many people a 
little bit jittery. 
Whether you believe ia 
ghosts or not it will probably be 
hard to he down tonight and go 
straight to sleep. Your ears will be 
open as well as your eyes, either 
hoping to catcb a glimpse of 
something or wishing you could 
just stop bearing every little noise 
on your hall and fall asleep. 
Next tune there is a produc- 
tion in the auditorium, sit quiety 
and pay attention, because it may 
not be the person next to you thai 
is wbufmrnt/Mftyam ear.  
Goodness, Gracious, Great Balls of Fires 
KIP-EM A NEW ONE 
 Welsh Witch 
One prominent story about 
Longwood College ghosts is the 
story of Edith Stevens. She was a 
Professor of Natural Sciences and 
the Stevens building is named af- 
ter her. 
When the science labs were 
located in the basement of East 
Ruffner, Dr. Stevens was conduct- 
ing an experiment with some of 
her students, when the experiment 
went awry and the lab caught on 
fire. 
Dr. Stevens heroically cov- 
ered the fire with her own body 
and hustled the students out of the 
lab. 
After insuring the safety of 
her students. Dr. Stevens tried 
desperately to stop the flames that 
were consuming her body. She 
ran to the fountain which was lo- 
cated where the Barlow building 
is today. 
Unfortunatley for Dr. 
Stevens, she didn't make it and 
was consumed by the fire. She 
died on Halloween 1945. 
This is where the story gets 
interesting. 
Edith Stevens was very 
close to another woman on cam- 
pus, Leola Wheeler, for whom the 
Wheeler Residence Hall is 
named. 
A monument was erected in 
the sunken gardens in her 
memory. 
If ever the monument is 
covered with debris, Edith 
Stevens can be seen as a ball of 
fire located over the frontdoor of 
the Stevens building. 
Her spirit can also be seen 
as a light in the attic of the Stevens 
building. 
She appears out of anger 
over the treatment of the monu- 
ment erected in memory of her 
friend. 
Coincidentally, Edith and 
Leola are buried side by side at 
the West View cemetary in town, 
and Tuesday will be the 55th an- 
niversary of the death of Edith 
blcvcns. 
Whether you believe this 
story or not is entirely up to you. 
However, if you walk along the 
Colonnades and go down to the 
sunken gardens, you will notice 
that the monument that belongs 
to Leola Wheeler is always well 
taken care of. 
You will also note that the 
Stevens building is also in close 
proximity to the Wheeler Resi- 
dence Hall. 
So guys, when you're walk- 
ing late at night around campus 
and you see a mysterious ball of 
fire over the front door, you know 
that Edith is upset and she wants 
everyone to know it 
Psycho Cat Attacks Longwood Students 
Photo by John Coffey 
Stanley Park Scandal of 1875 
Police officers who have 
investigated these past events say 
that the good Reverend was prob- 
ably involved in autoerotic as- 
phyxiation. 
Cases like these have been 
reported all around the United 
States lately, but it is rare to find 
a case of it so far in the past. 
A person who enjoys auto- 
erotic asphyxiation often uses 
some sort of outside influence in 
order to cut off the flow of oxy- 
gen to the brain, thereby increas- 
ing the sexual pleasure. 
Whether he tutored his girls 
in this process or not is unclear. It 
could be that he forced them to 
asphyxiate him and then forced 
them to go through the experience 
themselves. 
Or he could have used their 
asphyxiation skills and the curi- 
ous girls asked to try it them- 
selves. 
These were not, after all, 
good little girls who wanted to 
take classes ia posture and cook 
ing. 
Most of them were seat 
there for being just the opposite; 
Stanley Park was a kind of girl's 
detention home of the 19th cen- 
tury. 
Perhaps the most interest- 
ing part of this story is not the 
sexual nature or assuah, but the 
fact that the building Stanley lived 
in is still standing. 
In fact, the new apartment 
complex Stanley Park is guarded 
by his old home. 
Nobody knows what hap- 
pened to Stanley after the town's 
people ran him out not long after 
he got here, but some people who 
live at Stanley Park say they wake 
up to the screams of women in die 
night 
Perhaps Stanley has never 
really left Farmville, and those 
screams are the sounds of his vic- 
YOU WILL BOW TO ME 
Mistress of the Coven 
In 1875, a small school for 
girls opened near Longwood. 
Headed by Reverend John 
Stanley, he named it Stanley Park. 
This was not a school 
meant to rival Longwood. Rather, 
girls from other cities or girls who 
did not have the clearest reputa- 
tion were shipped here as almost 
a last chance. 
Stanley had come from a 
town in Massachusetts, but to this 
day no one knows what town or 
if these strange happenings oc- 
curred there as well. 
The school had no more 
than 15 girls at a time, which 
meant that it was roughly one- 
tenth the size that Longwood was 
then. 
When searching where the 
house used to be, people have 
found what looks to be remains 
of fireplaces. 
Dr. James Jordan, Professor 
of Anthropology, believes these 
artifacts to be small cabins or 
bunk houses where Stanley may 
have had some of the girls sleep. 
Apparently, during the 
night townsfolk would awake to 
hear women's screams coming 
from the direction of the cabins. 
These girls, though, were 
not thought of very highly be- 
cause most of them were "outsid- 
ers" or "bad girls" so they didn't 
deserve to be noticed by the town 
It got to be almost too 
much, though, when a few girls 
had near death experiences that 
seemed decidedly suspicious. 
Still, the townsfolk be- 
lieved it was none of their busi- 
ness and not their girls, so they 
stayed out of it. 
Finally, the breaking point 
happened when one of the girls 
staying at Stanley Park died mys- 
teriously. 
PAGE 4 HALLOWEEN OCTOBER 26,2000 
Friday 
17th 
LP Movie: 
Scary Movie 
in the ABC rooms 
@ 5:30 & 8 p.m. 
Cafe Night 
featuring Zoot 
in Lancer Cafe 
@ 10 p.m. 
Saturday 
18th 
Wheelchair Basketball 
in Lancer Gym 
@ 2:00 pjn. 
Halloween House 
Party 
in the Ballroom 
10 p.m.-2 a.m. 
over $400 in prizes 
Sunday 
19th 
Ghost Stories 
in the Ballroom 
Hayrides and Donuts 
(Oh, my!) 
@ 9 p.m. 
Monday 
30th 
Open Forum 
Lankford Ballroom 
@ 6:30 p.m. 
Want to be a part of 
the paper? Cone to 
our Monday night 
■eetings! 
in The Rotunda Office 
across from the 
Post Office 
@ 9:15 p.m. 
Tuesday 
11st 
Halloween Day 
Time to dress up and 
go trick-or-treating! 
Screa infest 
Scream 1,2, and 3 
in die ABC rooms 
@ 8 p.m 
